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At the New Chapel-irt the City-Road, 


On the Ninth of M ARCH 1791, 


At tte FUNERAL of the late 


Rev. Mr. JOHN WESLEY. 
rm. 


And I heard a voice from heaven ſaying unto me, write, bleſſed 
are the dead which die in the Lord, from henceforth, . yea 
ſaith the Spirit, that they may reft from their labours, and 
their works do follow them. Rev. xiv. 1g. 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 


The following Diſcourſe was delivered extempore, and a 
Copy of it taken in ort hand, by a Nephew of Mr. 
Marſom, Bookſeller, in High Holborn. This Copy I 
procured, and in ſome places have taken the liberty ta 
add a ſentence or two, where the ſubjedt would eaſily 
admit of farther illuſtration. As the Diſcourſe ex- 
tended to a conſiderable length, I have been obliged to 
omit the exhortation delivered at the end of it. 


JOHN WHITEHEAD, 


[ Entered at STATIONER's Hair] 
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A DISCOURSE, &c. 


— © ————— —___ — 
2 SAMUEL I. 38. 


Know ye not, that there is a Prince, and a great 
man fallen this day in 1ſracl ? 


1 Shall only obſerve on the paſſage of Scrip- 
ture which I have now read, that the He- 
brew word, which is rendered Prince, ſome- 
times ſignifies a Leader; and ſometimes alſo it 
is applied to a perſon of ſuperior or princely 
qualities. In this general ſenſe the paſlage 
may be applied to that eminent Servant of 
God, of whoſe character I am now to ſpeak. 
This is all the uſe I ſhall make of the words; 1. 
conſider them only as a motto to the Diſcourſe 
I intend to deliver. 

When we conſider the public character of 
the late Rev. Mr. WESLEY, and the various 
opinions which have been entertained concern- 
ing him : when we conſider the extent of his 
labours, the influence which he has had over a 
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large body of people, and the prevalence of 
his ſentiments, not only in theſe, but even in 
other nations; it becomes a matter of ſome 
importance to enquire into the leading features 
of his character, both as a Man, 2 as a 
Miniſter of the Goſpel. This I mean to do in 
the preſent Diſcourſe. 

But you muſt not expedt the flowers of Elo- 
quenee, nor the ſplendid Ornaments of Speech: 
theſe are things which I do not much cultivate. 
I will, however, endeavour to ſpeak with plain- 
neſs and Propriety, ſo as to be underſtood; and 
I hope that in going through the various mat- 


ters I intend to ſpeak of, you will receive in- 


ſtruction and profit. 


I. 1. Although the acquiſition of human 
learning has been little eſteemed by ſome religi- 
ous people; yet we muſt acknowledge that it is 
of very conſiderable ſervice to a Miniſter of the 
Goſpel. The knowledge of languages, and of 
arts and ſciences, is, not only an ornament to 
the mind, but it enlarges the human faculties; 
it improves the underſtanding, gives a habit of 
thinking cloſely and reaſoning juſtly; and pre- 
pares the mind, when under a proper direction, 
for great attainments even in religion. Theſe 
3 Mr. Wrslry poſſeſſed in a high 


degree, 
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degree, and he knew well how to improve them 
to the moſt uſeful purpoſes in his miniſterial 
labours. His mind was richly furniſhed with 
literature in its various branches: he was well 
read in antient, and ſeveral modern tongues. 
In the learned languages he was a critic ; and 
muſt have ſtudied them with peculiar pleaſure 
in his youth, or he could not have made that 
progreſs in claſſical learning, which fo juſtly 
raiſed him to a diſtinguiſhed rank as a Scholar. 
It has been acknowledged by men who were 
good judges, and no great- friends to Mr. 
WESLEY, that when at College he gave proofs 
of a fine claſſical taſte: and there are ſome 
poems which he wrote at that time, which ſhew 
that he had formed his taſte on the beſt models 
of antiquity. Thoſe who were much in his 
company, and heard his apt and pointed quo- 
tations from the Greek and Roman Claſſics, on 
the various occaſions which occurred in tra- 
velling and in converſation, could not but be 
ſenſible that he had read them as a critic; that 
he admired their ſhle, had entered into their 
ſpirit, and was delighted with their- beauties.--- 
He has ſelected ſome pieces from the Roman 
Claſſics; and as he travelled, he would ſome; 
times read them for his amuſement, 
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But he did not confine his ſtudies of this 
kind to profane literature : Sacred learning 
likewiſe occupied much of his time and atten- 
tion. He was well read in the Hebrew Scrip- 
| tures; and in the original language of the New 
' Teſtament he was an able critic, and ſo con- 
A verſant with it that ſometimes of late I have 
1 been exceedingly ſurprized to obſerve, that, 
when he has evidently been at a loſs to repeat 
a paſſage out of the New Teſtament in the 
words of our common tranſlation, he was never 
at a loſs to repeat it in the original Greek; the 
words ſeemed to flow without the leaſt difficulty 
or heſitation, and he was always correct in re- 
citing them; which made it evident to me, that 
the words and phraſes of the original, were 
more familiar to him than the words of any 
tranſlation. ; 
2. The works of God in the * afford 
another fruitful ſource of inſtruction and plea- 
ſure to an enquiring mind; and the five Vo- 
lumes which he pubhſhed on Natural Philo- 
ſophy, ſhew how well he had ſtudied that branch 
of knowledge. It is true, he did not ſtudy the 
higher branches of the Mathematics; but he 
eſteemed the knowledge of this ſcience of great 
importance in the improvement of the mind. 


It forms a perſon to a habit of cloſe attention 
to 
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to a ſubjett, and of thinking and reaſoning juſtly 
upon it. And it appears to me that he ap- 
plied himſelf to the ſtudy of it in his youth, ſo 
far as to make himſelf maſter of Sir Iſaac 
Newton's Principia, and of his * of 
Light and Colours. 

3. The Art of Logic was tber branch of 
ſcience, which he had cultivated with the utmoſt 
attention and care, It has been univerſally 
acknowledged that he was a maſter in it. But 
Logic, in his view of it, is not what has been 
commonly ſo called in the ſchools: it is not 
the art of wrangling, nor of making frivolous 
diſtinctions, often without a difference, Logic, 
according to him, 1s common ſenſe improved 
by art; or in his own words © The art of good 
ſenſe ; the art of comprehending things clear- 
ly; of Judging truly; and of reaſoning con- 
cluſively : or, in another view of it, the art of 
learning and teaching.” 

4. If we take a view of his conduct in the 
early part of life, we ſhall find, that he paid a 
ſtrict attention to religion: his character was 
moral from early youth; he always reverenced 
God and his ſacred word: he was attentive to 
the forms of religion, and ſo far as he at that 
time underſtood it, he undoubtedly was con- 
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ſcientious and regular in the practice of all the 
duties of it, | 

5. If we conſider bis qualifications for en- 
quiring after truth, I think we ſhall find that 
he poſſeſſed every requiſite to examine a ſub- 
ject that we could expect or with a man to 
have: a ſtrong natural underſtanding highly 
cultivated, and well ſtored with the knowledge 
of languages, and of various arts and ſciences; 
he had a reverence for God; he vas conſci- 
entious in all his ways, and intent upon diſ- 
covering the truth in every thing that became 
the ſubject of his enquiries. And it evidently 
appears, chat he had firmneſs and reſolution to 
embrace truth wherever he found it, however 
unfaſhionable it might appear. This is not the 
caſe with all men of learning: many perſuade 
themſelves that they are ſearching after truth; 
but if they meet with it dreſſed in a different 
form to that under which they have been ac- 
cuſtomed to confider it, they are aſhamed of it. 
This cannot be ſaid of Mr. WESLEV; cautious 

m his enquiries he ſought truth from the love 
bol it, and wherever he found it, had firmneſs to 
embrace it, and publicly to avow it. Theſe 
are evidences of a ſtrong and liberal mind, 
poſſeſſed of every requiſite to proſecute en- 
quiries after truth. 


That 
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That this is a juſt repreſentation of him, is 
evident; for, we find that notwithſtanding. the 
extent of his knowledge, the ſeriouſneſs of his 
devotion, and the regularity of his conduct: 
and although at this time he gave all he had to 
feed and clothe the poor, and was not only 
blameleſs in the eye of the world, but in many 
things excelled; yet, after a diligent and pa- 
tient examination of the Scriptures, he be- 
came ſenſible that all he knew, and all he 
did, was inſufficient to reconcile him to God : 
he became ſenſible that all he could do, could 
never atone for one fin. I will give you his 
own words on this ſubject; which he wrote, 
not by way of oſtentation, but of humiliation ; 
and to awaken reflection, if poſſible, in the 
minds of thoſe who might think of themſelves 
as he had formerly thought of himſelf. 

Are they read in Philoſophy ? ſo was I. In 
ancient or modern Tongues? fo was I alſo. 
Are they verſed in the ſcience of Divinity? I 
too have ſtudied it many years. Can they talk 
fluently on ſpiritual things ? the very fame could 
Ido. Are they plenteous in alms? Behold I 
gave all my goods to feed the poor. Do they 
give their labour as well as their ſubſtance? I 
have laboured more abundantly than they all. 
Are they —_— to ſuffer for their brethren ? 


I have 
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J have thrown up my friends, reputation, and 
eaſe. I have put my life in my hand. I have 
given my body to be parched up with heat; 
conſumed with toil and wearineſs, or whatever 
God ſhould pleale to bring upon me. But does 
this make me acceptable to God ? Does all I 
ever did or can, know, ſay, give, do or ſuffer, 
Juſtify me in his fight? By no means. If the 
Oracles of God are true; if we are ſtill to abide 
by the law and the teſtimony; all theſe things, 
though when enobled by faith in Chriſt, they 
are holy, juſt, and good; yet without it are 
dung and droſs. This then I have learned, that, 
having nothing in or of myſelf to plead, I have 
no hope but. that of being juſtified freely 
throughythe righteouſneſs that is in Jeſus: I 
have no hope, but that if I ſeek I hall find 
Chriſt, and be found in him, not having my 
own righteouſneſs, but that which is through 
the faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which is 
of God by faith.“ 

Theſe were the thoughts he had of himſelf at 
this time, when his underſtanding was opened 
to the view of goſpel truths ; when he began to 
ſee the purity and holineſs of God and his own 
ſinfulneſs, notwithſtanding all the excellencies he 
had to plead in the opinion of others. 


| Let 


2 1 

Let us now obſerve, that this opinion was 
not taken up raſhly: no doubt many of his 
friends, when they heard him ſpeak in this man- 
ner, thought him beſide himſelf: when they con- 
ſidered his former manner of life, and his regu- 
larity in every part of his conduct, and heard 
him ſay that he was a finner, a ſinner under the 
wrath of God, a ſinner that ſtood in need of 
mercy; they looked upon him as almoſt inſane. 
But this opinion of himſelf was the reſult of the 
moſt mature enquiry: it was not an enthuſiaſtic 
notion, the effect of an heated imagination; it 
was a conviction of his mind founded on à 
ſcriptural and rational view of the nature of 
God, and of his own ſtate. Conſider, I beleech 
you, what I have been obſerving of his quali- 
ſications to enquire after truth: a man of a 
ſtrong underſtanding, of a cultivated mind, ac- 
cuitomed to the habit of reaſoning, accuſtomed 
to inveſtigate every thing in the moſt cautious 
manner, before he drew his concluſions : and 
tell me if this be the conduct of an enthuſiaſt ? 
If it be the character of one that takes up things 
raſhly; that follows the dictates of a wild ima- 
gination? Will any man calmly affirm this? 
We mult lay, that this opinion of himſelf was 
not taken up in any fuch way. He tells us, 
that alter converſing with people of experience, 
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he ſat down and read his Greek Teſtament 
over, with a view to the grand and leading 
doctrines of juſtificatton : he could not be ſatis- 
hed with any thing leſs than this: he proceeded 
upon conviction in every ſtep that he took. 
And let me alk if any man could proceed with 
more caution, or take wiſer methods to guard 
againſt error, in a matter of ſuch importance to 
his own comfort and happineb, and to the peace 
and comfort of others? And here we may 
again trace the marks of a great and liberal 
mind; when he {aw the truth, he embraced it 
though it condemned himſelf. This is not the 
caſe with all: how many lee the truth and ſhrink 
from it? He on the contrary embraced it 
though it condemned him; and though he knew 
che profeſſion of it would expoſe him to ridi- 
eule, contempt, and reproach. Is it poſſible 
for any man to give a ſtronger proof than this, 
that he acts from conviction; and from a love 
of (what at leaſt he conceives to be) the truth? 
Had all thoſe who have read Mr. WesLz y's 
writings, or heard him preach, acted with the 
fame ſincerity and firmnels that he did, the 
number of converts would have been much 
more numerous than we have vet ſeen them. 


I 1. We 
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II. 1. We ſhall now endeavour to take a view 
of his religious ſentiments. He made up his mind 
upon the doctrines he taught, as I have obſerved 
before, in the moſt cautious manner, examining 
the ſcriptures continually, never adopting any 
opinion without evidence from Scripture and 
reaſon. So far was he from following an heated 
imagination, or taking up opinions as an en- 
thuſiaſt, that he maintained we ought to uſe our 
underſtanding, compare one thing with another, 
and draw juſt concluſions from ſuch compart- 
ſons, as well in matters of religion as in other 
things. It is in this ſenſe he uſes the word rea- 
ſon when he ſays, There are many that utterly 
decry the uſe of reaſon in religion, nay, that 
condemn all reaſoning concerning the things of 
God, as utterly deſtructive of true religion ; 
but we can in no wile agree with this. We 
lind no authority for it in holy writ. So 
far from it, that we find there both our Lord 
and his Apoiltles reaſoning continually with 
their oppolers. Neither do we know in all the 
productions of ancient and modern times ſuch 
a chain of reaſoning and argumentation, ſo 
clole, fo ſolid, ſo regularly connected, as the 
Epiſtie-to the Hebrews. And the ſtrongeſt 
reaſoner whom we have ever obſerved (ex- 
conting only Jeſus of Nazareth) was that Paul 


of Tarſus; the ſame who has left that plain 
2 direction 
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direction for all Chriſtians, © In malice or wick- 
edneſs be ye children; but in underſtanding, or 
reaſon, be ye men.” 

It 1s evident from thele words, that Mr. 
W:zsLEy deemed it neceſſary to uſe his reaſon 
in ſearching into the things of God. He read 
the Scriptures, and uſed his underſtanding in 
the beſt manner he could, to comprehend their 
meaning. He formed his religious principles 
in this way; he examined every ſtep he took, 
and admitted no doctrine, nor any interpre- 
tation of Scripture, but what appeared to him 
to be agreeable to reaſon. 

How abſurd is it to ſuppoſe, that we muſt lay 
aſide our reaſon in matters of religion. What 
has a man to guide him, if he lay aſide the uſe 
of his reaſon? You will ſay the Scriptures are 
the rule of our faith and practice: but, I aſk 
how a man can apply the rule without uſing 
his reaſon ? What has he to ſhew him that he 
applies 1t right rather than wrong? A man 
that gives up his reaſon in matters of religion ; 
I will even ſay in matters of experience, in 
matters that concern the internal ſtate of his 
own mind, abandons himſelf to imagination, and 
is liable to be carried away by his paſſions, he 
knows not whither; like a ſhip at ſea without 
a rudder, and without a compaſs, he has nothing 
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to di rect him how to fleer his courſe, and he 
cannot tell whither he is going. How juſtly 
then did the Rev. Mr. WESLIEY adopt this 
principle, that we ought to uſe our reaſon to 
guard our minds from error; and to enable 
us to form a true judgment both of Scripture 
and experience. 

2. Let us now take a view of his general 
notion of religion, Speaking to one who re- 
quired a religion agreeable to reaſon, he ſays, 
We join with you in deſiring a religion foun- 
ded on reaſon, and every way agreeable there- 
to. But one queſtion remains to be aſked, 
what do you mean by reaſon? I ſuppoſe you 
mean the eternal reaſon, or, the nature of things: 
the nature of God, and the nature of man, 
with the relations neceſſarily ſubſiſting between 
them. This 1s the very religion we preach: a 
religion evidently founded on, and every way 
agreeable to eternal reaſon, to the eſſential na- 
ture of things. Its foundation ſtands on the 
nature of God, -and the nature of man, with 
their mutual relations.” 

We have here his general view of religion; 
and he publickly avows that the Goſpel which 
he preached 1s agreeable to this view : that it is 
agreeable to the nature of God and the nature 
of man, with their mutual relations, He was 

indeed 
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indeed at the utmoſt diſtance from the ſuppo- 
fition, that the Goſpel, as a ſyſtem, 1s incon- 
ſiſtent with realon. And he explained and 
illuſtrated, on ſomèe occaſions, the general doc- 
trines which he taught, in ſuch a way as to 
new that they are contormable to the general 
principle, which he has here laid down. The 
outcry then winch has been raiſed againſt him, 
and the whole body with whom he was con- 
nected, as enthuſiaſts and fanatics, is wholly 
untounded ; 1t only proceeds from the work- 
ings of a prejudiced mind, and a want of at- 
tention to the things ſpoken. 

3. The Goſpel, conſidered as a general plan 1 
of ſalvation, he viewed as a diſplay of the 1 
divine periections, in a way agreeable to the 
| nature of God; in which all the divine attri- 

butes harmonize, and ſhine forth with peculiar 
luſtre, Divine love in the gilt of a Redeemer: 
| 
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divine wildom, conſpicuous in the plan of re— 
| demption : divine juſtice, tempered with mercy 
to man, in the death of the Saviour; divine 
energy and power, in making the whole effec- 
tual to raiſe a fallen creature from a ſlate of 
un and miſery, to a ſtate of holineſs and hap- 
pine(s, and from a ſlate of death, to immortal 
lite and glory. All theie are conſpicuous in 
the Golpecl, as a general plan of ſalvation; and 
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ſhine forth in the face of Jeſus Chriſt with pe- 
culiar glory. Thus far then the Goſpel, in his 
view of it, 1s worthy of God, and coincides 
with our notions of the harmony and unity of 
the divine attributes. 

4. The Goſpel, conſidered as a means to at- 
tain an end, diſcovers as great fitneſs in the 
means to the end, as can pollibly be vi{- 
covered in the ſtructure of natural bodies, or 
in the various operations of nature, from a 
view of which we draw our arguments for the 
exiſtence of God. How often have you heard 
this excellent man enlarge on theie things? 
How oltcn has he ſhewn you, that the Goſpel 

alfords as clear a diſplay of the moral per- 
fections of God, as the works of nature do of 
his exiſlence? This certainly was not an irra- 
tional view of the Goſpel; but ſhewed a mind 
enlarged, capac1ous, capable of comprehending 
great things, of invelugating every part of the 
Goſpel, and of harmonizing the whole. 

5. Conſidering the Goſpel as holding forth 
benelits to man, thole benciits are ſuiteck to the 
nature and ſtate of man. How oſten have you 
heard him explain this? Man is blind, igno— 
rant, wandering out of the way ; his mind being 
eſtranged from God, he lives without God 
in the world. But the Goſpcl, as a ſyſtem of 
moral truths, is adapted to enlighten the under— 
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ſtanding and direct the judgment. But ex- 
perience and obſervation may convince us, 
as well as the Scripture, that a man, may 
contemplate moral truths, and learn 0 diſ- 
courſe well of them, without acquiring a 
practical moral principle, of ſufficient ſtrength 
to reform his conduct. It is conſcience that 
judges of the right or wrong of a man's mo- 
tives and actions. And till conſcience inter- 
pole its authdrity, and pals ſentence on him, 
the man remains inſenlible of his own ſtate 
and condition, however well he may diſcourſe 
on morality in general. He is, in the language 
of Scripture, dead in treſpaſſes and ſins. The 
Goſpel then, being the power of God to ſal— 
vation, muſt be more than a mere ſyſtem of 
morals. It promiſes, and God actually gives, 
the ſpirit of promiſe, which convinces the 
world of ſin. The Spirit of God accompanies 
the word of the Goſpel, and the other means 
of grace, and makes them effectual to awaken 
conſcience to the exerciſe of its oſſice, to paſs 
the ſentence of condemnation for what has 
been done wrong; and the ſpeculative truths 
of the underſtanding being thus combined with 
the dictates of conſcience, a Practical principle 
is formed of ſuflicient ſtrength to reſtrain the 
paſſions and reform the conduct. This our Rev. 

Father 
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Father in the gaſpe] uſed to call repentante, 
and often conyiftion for fin. And was he ir- 
rational in this? Is not this bleſſing of the 
goſpel agreeable to the ſtate, and to the natural 
faculties of man ? 

6. He conſidered the coſpel 3 as A dfrnafuien 
of mercy to men, holding forth pardon, a free 
pardon of fin to all who repent and believe 
in Chriſt Jeſus. That this is a ſcriptural doc- 
trine no man can doubt who reads the New 
Teſtament : it is interwoven with every part of 
ſcripture, It will bear the teſt of reaſon alſo. 
It is ſuited to ſtate and wants of men, as 
they ſtand related to an holy God. It is ſuited 
to the wants of every man living: every man 
has ſinned and come ſhort of the glory of God; 

every man therefore ſtands in need of mercy. 
It was not then irrational in our great Miniſter 
o hold forth the rich diſplay of divine grace in 
Chriſt Jeſus to penitent ſinners, in the free man- 
ner that he did. His doctrine is founded on 
a general view of the ſcriptures; on the pecu- 
liar promiſes of the goſpel, and it is ſuited to 
the preſent condition and wants of men as they 
ſtand related to 0 and the * of ana- 
ther world. : 

7- The goſpel enjoins univerſal holineſs boch 
in heart and in the conduct of life. The deſign 

D of 
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of it is to regulate our affections, and govern our 
actions. It requires us to be dead to the world 
and alive to God : to love the Lord our God 
with all our heart, and our neighbour as our- 
ſelves : to do unto others as we would 
they ſhonld do unto us. And God has pro- 
miſed in the goſpel, the continual aid and aſſiſt- 
ance of his holy Spirit, to ſtrengthen us with all 
might in the inner man: Chriſt is a Saviour 
that is able to ſave to the uttermoſt all them 
that come unto. God by him; and there is a 
throne of grace, at which we may obtam, not 
only merey, but grace to help in time of need. 
To him who rightly believes the goſpe}, it is a 
means adequate to the end intended by it: to- 
him it is a quiekening ſpirit, a purifying and 
cleanſing word, the power of God to his ſal- 
vation: it influences every faculty of his mind, 
and regulates every action of his life: to hs 
mind it exhibits fuch views of paternal love in 
every part of the plan of redemption, and of a 
ſuperintending Providence, directing all things 
with unerring-wildom, to promote his holineſs 
here, and his happinefs and glory hereafter, 
that he is continually animated to the practice 
of every Chriſtian virtue, and ſtrengthened with 
- patience to run the race that is ſet before him. 


The 
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The goſpel then, conſidered as a large com- 
prehenſive plan of redemption, holds forth 
bleſſings ſuited to our preſent ſtate and ne- 
ceſſities: wiſdom to inſtruct us, grace to juſtify 
or pardon, and to ſanctify and cleanſe us from 
evil; with promiſes of protection and help 
through the ſnares and difficulties of life. It 
operates upon as in a way that is ſuited to 
our faculties: it enlightens the underſtanding, 
awakens the conſcience, governs the will, and 
regulates the affections. Nor are its benefits 
confined to the preſent life, they extend to the 
regions of the dead, and expand our views to 
the proſpects of eternity. What a glorious 
view does the goſpel hold forth to us of a re- 
ſurrection from the dead? Our Lord hath died 
and riſen again that he might be Lord both of 
the dead and of the living. They that die in the 
Lord are ſtill under his protection and gui- 
dance. Death cannot ſeparate any from the 
love of Chriſt. The goſpel therefore in this 
view holds forth bleſſings ſuited to our ne- 
ceſſities, as comprehenſive as our wants, and 
adapted to our ſtate in life and death, and the 
enjoyments of a glorious and happy eternity, 
Theſe views he has held forth to you again 
and again, with energy and force, and I hope 


they will make a laſting impreſſion upon you. 
D 2 8. But 
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8. But I muſt obferve further, that in ex- 
plaining the order in which the bleſſings of the 
goſpel are promiſed to man, he ſhewed a mind 
well inſtrufted in the Oracles of God, and well 
acquainted with human nature. © 
There is not perhaps greater confuſion in 
any part of the ſyſtems of religion, or in the 
common explanations given of the Goſpel than 
in this; I meah in the order in which the bleſ- 
ſings of the Goſpel are promiſed to us, and itt 
which we ought to expect them. We muſt 
ſay, that our Father in the Goſpel, who is gone 
to his reward, had an excellent introduction 
to this part of his miniſterial office: he himſelf 
had entered in at the right door. When a 
Miniſter is awakened in his own heart, when he 
is truly ſenſible of his ſin and want of a Sa- 
viour; and comes to God for mercy as a poor 
ſinner, and accepts it as the free gift of God 
through Jeſus Chriſt; being ſenſible that he 
muſt be juſtified (or pardoned) by faith, with- 
out the deeds of the law ; he is well prepared 
to inſtru others; and to inſtrutt them not 
only in the right way, but alſo in the right 
order in which we ought to expect the benefits 
of the Goſpel. How accurate was Mr. WESsLEX 
in ſhewing that the firſt ſtep to be a Chriſtian, 
is to repent ; that till the conſcience be awa- 
| OT" 7 kened 
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kened £6 & thus ſenſe of the Evil of ſin, a fran 
cannot enter ints à ſtate of Juſtification : it 
would totally ſubvert the defigit of the Goſpel, 
were it poſſible that an unawakened perſon 
could be jtiſtiied. The very ſuppoſition fruſ- 
trates every intention of the coming of the 8on 
of God; which was to deliver us from fin; to 
reconcile us to God, and to pfepare us for 
heaven. He has earefully and properly diſtin- 
guiſned theſe matters in his preaching and 
writings: how ofteh has he told you that the 
awakenihg of conſcience is the firſt ſtep in ex- 
perimental religion; and that till a man is eon- 
vinced of the evil of ſin and is determined to 
depart from it; till he is convineed that there. 
is a beauty in holineſs, and ſomething truly de- 
firable in being fecontiled to God; he is not. 
prepared to receive Chriſt. It would be well 
if all the miniſters of the Goſpel laid this true 
foundation of Chriſtian experience; and did 
not confound the order in which the bleſſings 
of the Goſpel are given to the ſoul. It has 
been a ſingular bleſſing to you, and to the 
body of the Methodiſts at large, that your 
miniſters have ſo accurately diſtinguiſhed theſe 
things, and guarded you againſt error in a 
matter that ſo nearly concerns your peace and 
your progrels 1n the divine life, You have by 

thele 
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theſe diſtinQions been enabled to judge with 
more certainty of your ſtate of mind, and to 
what degree of experience you have already at- 
tained in the things of God: you have been 
enabled to ſee more diſtinctly and clearly che 
benefits of the Goſpel which are ſtill before 
you, and have been animated in the purſuit of 
them, by an aſſurance of ſucceſs, if you perſe- 
vere in the way which God has appointed. 

In marking fo diſtinctly the order in which 
we experience the benefits of the Goſpel, Mr. 
WESLEY, in my opinion, has followed the 
example of our Lord and his Apoſtles. Our 
Lord began his preaching, by ſaying, Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.“ Peter, 
preaching to the Jews at Jeruſalem, ſays, Re- 
bent ye, and be converted. t: Paul has made this 
diſtinction in the moſt pointed manner: I kept 
back nothing, ſays he, that was profitable unto 
you, but have ſhewed you, and have taught 
you, publickly and from houſe to houſe; teſti- 
fying both to the Jews and alſo to the Greeks, 
repentance toward God, and faith toward our 
Lord Jefus Chriſt. But he has not only fol- 
lowed the Scripture in obſerving this order, but 
alſo reaſon and the natural order of things. Does 


Matt. iv. 17. + Acts iii. 19. * Acts xx, 20, 21. 
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not the natural order of things require, that a 
man be firſt convinced of his faults, before he 
can be reclaimed from them ? Muſt not a man 
be conſcious of his condemnation before he 
will apply to God for pardon? Our progreſs 
in Chriſtian experience bears a ſtriking analogy 
to our progrels in any art or fcience. A man 
muſt firſt be inſtructed in the fundamental 
principles of an art or ſcience, before he can 
proceed to the higher branches of it. The 
firſt ſtep prepares him for the ſecond, and ſo 
on through the whole of his progreſs, The 
fame order is obſervable in Chriſtian experience. 
The firſt ſtep in it prepares the mind for the 
ſecond ; and ſo on till we come to the meaſure 
of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt. In this 
important article then, Mr. WesLEyY has 
ſpoken according to Scripture, and agreeably 
to the nature and fitneſs of things. 

The Second important and neceſſary ſtep in 
Chriſtian experience, is, faith in the Lord Jeſus 
Chrift, ariſing from a Scriptural view of his 
prieſtly office. When the mind is duly pre- 
pared to receive Chriſt in this character, par- 
don is held forth in the Goſpel as a free giſt, 
without money and without price; Chriſt is 
here propoſed to us as the atonement for our 


fins, How often has he ſet hun forth as cruci- 
fed 
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fied before your eyes? He has exhibited him 
to your view in his prieſtly character as the 
atonement for the ſins of the world. He has 
often ſhewn you that the atonement which he 
has made is complete ; that the moſt vile help- 
leſs ſinner who repents and turns from his fins 
may come and freely receive pardon as the 
gift of God in and through Chriſt; and have 
free admittance to this throne of grace. How 
gloriouſly has he often explained this truth, and 
with what good effect to many of you! You 
have been bleſſed and ſtrengthened under his 
word, God has borne witneſs to the truth of it, 
and ſealed its evidence on your hearts. 

In explaining ſanctification he has accurately 
diſtingniſhed it from juſtification, or the par- 
don of fin. Juſtification admits us into a ſtate 
of grace and favour with God, into the family 
of heaven; into a ſtate of fellowſhip with the 
Father and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and lays 
the foundation of ſanctification or Chriſtian 
holineſs in all its extent. He has ſhewn you 
that the tendency and end of your juſtification, 
is holinels of heart and holineſs in all manner of 
converſation ; that being jullified by faith your 
relation to God is altered; your fins are for- 
given; you are now become children of God 
and hears of all the promiſes of the Goſpel, and 

are 
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are quickened and animated with the ſpirit of. 
it. In this ſtage of Chriſtian experience, faith 
realizes the truths of the Goſpel to the mind; 
i. becomes a practical principle of ſufficient 
ſtrength not only to reſtrain the paſſions, but 
to purify the heart, to influence every faculty 
of the ſoul, and every action in life, and to 
transform the man as a moral agent into the - 
image of God. What a glorious view of the 
Goſpel has he afforded you; and how often 
has he inſtructed you that Chriſt, as the living 
head of his church, and acting upon it, in and 
by the means of every part of the Goſpel, is 
ſufficient to accompliſh the end of his coming ; 
to change the heart, write his laws upon our 
mind, and make us like himſelf. He has urged 
thele views of the Goſpel upon you again and 
again, and rouſed you to an ardent purſuit of 
univerſal holineſs and purity. It is true, there 
has been a great clamour raiſed againſt him on 
this ſubject, becauſe he called his view of ſanc- 
tiſication by the word perfection; many even 
of the profeſſors of religion have thought 
him very abſurd in this matter. I ſhall only 
obſerve upon this head, that, he has often ex- 
plained — — what he meant by that term; 
and, chat he did not mean to differ with any 


one about a word, though it be Scriptural. 
E That 


That he meant by the word perfection ſuch a 
degree of the love of God and the love of 
man; ſuch a degree of the love of juſtice, 
truth, holineſs and purity as will remove from 
the heart every contrary diſpoſition towards 
God or man: and that this ſhould be our ſtate 
of mind in every fituation, and in every cir- 
cumſtance of life. Oh ! what a paradiſe would 
this earth be, were all Chriſtians ſanctified in 
this degree! Can there be a more amiable pic- 
ture of the Goſpel than this? Is it irrational 
to tell us that God ſent his Son into the world 
to make us new creatures? To give us true 
views of God and of ourſelves: of his love 
mercy truth and goodneſs : of his providential 
care and his all-ſufficiency to bleſs 'us with 
every bleſſing in heavenly things in Chriſt 
Jeſus; to give us true views of life, death, and 
eternity, and hereby to arm us with divine 
ſtrength to reſiſt and overcome the world, the 
fleſh and the devil; and to give us thoſe diſ- 
pofitions of mind which prepare us to worſhip, 
love, reverence and ſerve God, and to be juſt, 
true, and helpful to one another in this wilder- 
neſs, as a preparation for the enjoyment of 
God, and the ſociety of heaven? And is this, 
I ſay, to talk irrationally ? as an enthuſiaſt ? 
as one, who is doing an injury to the world? 

How 
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How raſhly do men judge and ſpeak when 
their paſſions are inflamed; but candour muſt 
acknowledge that in this he excelled, and that, 
though his doctrine be contrary to the lives 
of the profeſſors of religion in general, it is 
agreeable to the oracles of God, and to the 
nature and fitneſs of things. | 
There is another point that I mean to con- 
ſider, relative to his religious opinions, and a 
point likewiſe that has been ſtrangely miſ: 
underſtood, and a great outcry raiſed againſt 
it; not indeed by the bulk of religious people, 
but by men of abilities, and of learning, who 
make pretenſions to reaſon and calm diſcuſſion. 
The article I mean is this; that all the bleſſings 
of the Goſpel are to be obtained by faith. He 
has told us exprelsly, that we are ſaved by 
faith : he has told us alſo, what he means by 
ſalvation; the being put in poſſeſſion of the 
bleſſings of the Goſpel : the being juſtified by 
the grace of God through the redemption that 
is in Chriſt; the being ſanctified, or made holy 
in heart and holy in all manner of converſation; 
he has taught you that all theſe things are to 
be obtained by faith. This has been thought 
a very irrational opinion; but I think it has 
been thought ſo very raſhly. That it is con- 
ſonant with the Scriptures is beyond a doubt: 
E 2 you 
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you can hardly open your Teſtament in any 
part but you will find this doctrine taught: 
you can hardly read a chapter in St. Paul's 
Epiſtles ' but you find it inculcated again and 
again. I apprehend it will bear the teſt of 
reaſon alſo, and be found upon the ſtricteſt en- 
quiry, to be agreeable to our ſtate and con- 
dition in this life. Is it unreaſonable, for in- 
ſtance, that we ſhould believe in God? That 
we ſhould believe in him who made us, who 
upholds us, and who governs all things; in 
him, who conducts the whole machine of na- 
ture in all its vaſt extent, and in all its com- 
plicated operations; who comprehends every 
thing as it were in one graſp, in whom all things 
live, and move, and have their being. Is it 
unreaſonable that a poor mortal who knows 
not what 1s juſt coming upon him, not even 
what ſhall happen to him the next moment, 
ſhould truſt in God? That he ſhould confide 
in the goodneſs and providence of him, who 
ſees all things at one view, paſt preſent and 
to come; and who ſees man at one glance, in 
every period of his exiſtence, with every ſur- 
rounding circumſtance ? Muſt not every rea- 
ſonable man allow, that this is agreeable to the 
nature of God, and the ſtate of man? 


The 
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The Goſpel promiſeth to us a ſtate of inter- 
courſe and fellowſhip with God, in the preſent 
enjoyment of ſpiritual bleſſings in Chrilt Jeſus. 
Faith is made a neceſſary condition of entering 
into this ſtate of intercourſe and enjoyment. In 
this, God has dealt with us in a way ſuitable to 
our faculties, and our ſtate of intercourſe with 
one another. For you can have no kind of 
connection with each other, without faith: all 
muſt acknowledge that faith 1s the bond of hu- 
man ſociety. Can you tranſact any kind of 

buſineſs without it? It is evident that you can- 
not. You can have no enjoyment of the things 
of this life without an act of faith preceding it. 
All your expectations and future proſpects in 
life are founded on faith. You will find, upon 
examination, that in every branch of buſineſs, 
in every ſocial intercourſe, you mult firſt be- 
Jieve, and then you will obtain the thing you 
expected, provided your faith be rightly placed. 
You cannot engage a ſervant, without faith in 
him. A merchant cannot tranſact buſineſs with 
any one, without firſt having faith in the per- 
ſon with whom he tranſacts that buſineſs. When 
the huſbandman plows his land and ſows his 
ſeed, faith is the principle from which he acts. 
Unleſs then we act from faith, we can have 


no fellowſhip with one another, nor enjoy the 
comſorts 
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comforts of liſe. And we may further obſerve, 
that, if the mind be ſufficiently furniſhed with 
knowledge and prudence, our ſucceſs will be 
in proportion to the degree of faith, and the 
exertions that are made in conſequence of it. 
Fhis great man then, has ſhewn himſelf well 
acquainted both with Scripture and human na- 
ture, in explaining this important article of 

Chriſtian experience. 
It would be eaſy to ſhew at large how faith 
operates on the mind 1n every ſtep of Chriſtian 
experience. In repentance, the firſt ſtep to- 
wards the Chriſtian: life is, a man muſt believe 
that there is a God, who 1s holy, juſt and good ; 
he muſt believe the word of God; that there is 
a judgment to come, when every thought and 
action will be examined, and when the wicked 
will be condemned to puniſhment, and the 
righteous will inherit eternal life. He muſt 
believe alſo that God 1s merciful, that pardon 
may be obtained through Jeſus Chriſt; for a 
view of the holineſs of God and of his own ſin- 
fulneſs, would, without this, produce deſpair, 
which 1s not Goipel repentance. When, by the 
grace of God, theſe things are impreſt upon 
the mind of a man, with full convittion of their 
truth, they awaken the conſcience, and excite 
him to attention and ſelf-examination, and gra- 
dually 
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dually prepare him to receive Chriſt in his me- 
diatorial character. | 
With reſpect to pardon, when the mind is 
rightly prepared for it, the Goſpel has made 
faith the expreſs condition of it. How ably has 
our aged Miniſter in the Goſpel eftabliſhed this 
truth, and defended it againſt all oppoſition. 
Pardon of fins 1s obtained for us by the blood 
of Chriſt, it is promiſed to us by the word of 
God; but it muſt be received by faith; we muſt 
believe, in the word of promiſe, in order to 
receive it. And he that believeth is juſtified: 
he is juſtified now, the moment he receives 
Chriſt as his Mediator, as his Saviour, as his 
Atonement. His faith 1s counted to him for 
righteouſneſs, it gives him a title to the promiſe 
of pardon, and to the bleſſings connected with it. 
If we examine further how faith purifies the 
heart, we ſhall find that there 1s nothing irra- 
tional in the doctrine. There is nothing better 
adapted to remove every evil from the human 
heart than faith in Chriſt; there is nothing more 
efficacious, as a means to preſerve us from evil 
through life, than faith rightly explained and 
rightly exerciſed; faith as it unites us to Chriſt 
our living head, gives us a principle -of the 
divine life; we begin to live unto God, from a 
principle of love in the heart; to hve a life 
that 
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that is given by him who is the reſurrection and 
the life, and who raiſeth the ſoul to an union 
with God. When this has taken place, old 
things are done away, all things are become 
new: the views, the purpoſes and the affections 
of the man are changed: he no longer acts from 
the ſame motives, nor by the ſame rule as be- 
fore; a new principle of action is formed in the 
heart, which directly leads to holineſs and to 
God. 

Faith as a practical principle, is called by 
St. Paul, the ſubſtance of things hoped for, and 
the evidence of things not ſeen. It gives the 
things hoped for a preſent ſubſiſtence in the 
mind, in that degree which is ſuited to our pre- 
ſent ſtate. It is the evidence of things not 
ſeen: it realizes the truths of the Goſpel to the 
mind, and enables it to view them with as much 
certainty as we have of the exiſtence of cor- 
poreal objects, when we feel their influence on 
our ſenſes. A man who acts under the influ- 
ence of this faith, who has Goſpel truths full in 
his view, with all the certainty that his ſenſes can 
give him of the exiſtence of external objects, will 
undoubtedly find his heart powerfully affected 
by them. This faith will work by love; it 
will purify the heart from every thing contrary 


to the mind that was in Chriſt. It will enable 
him 
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him to acknowledge God in all his ways, to ſet 
him continually before his eyes, to live as in 
his preſence, with a view to his glory, and re- 
ſigned to his will. Let us inſtance in one 
thing only at preſent. Suppoſe a man believe 
that there is a Providence which ſuperintends 
human affairs: if he be aſſured that Divine 
Love can intend nothing but good in every 
thing that happens to him, and that Infinite 

Viſdom cannot err in adapting the means to 
the end intended: if he be as fully aſſured of 
thele truths as he, is of the exiſtence of the 
things which he ſees or hears; will not this faith 
lead him to a reverential fear of God, and a 
perfect reſignation to his will in every occur- 
rence of life? It appears to me certain, that it 
will make him cautious in his conduct, and at- 
tentive to every part of his duty. He will be 
anxiouſly careful for nothing, but, living under 
a deep ſenſe of the Divine Preſence and care, 
his mind will be kept in perfect peace becauſe 
it is ſtaid upon God. In this then our aged 
Father in Chriſt, appears to have ſpoken agree- 
ably to Scripture and reaſon. 

Let us now take notice of his notions of the 


univerſality of Goſpel bleſſings. Here he ſhone _ * 


with peculiar luſtre; here he did honour to 


God and the Divine attributes; he maintained 
F that 
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that God is a God of love, not to a part of his 
creatures only, but to all; that he who is the 
Father of all, who made all, who ſtands in the 
ſame relation to all his creatures; loves them 
all: that he loved the world and gave his Son 
a ranſom for all without diſtinction of perſons; 
that there is no reſpect of perſons with God. 
This is an amiable character of the Deity. Ir 
always appeared to him, that to repreſent God 
as partial, as confining his love to a few, was 
unworthy our notions of the Deity. He there- 
fore repreſented the Goſpel in the moſt glorious 
and extenſive point of view. He maintained 
that Chriſt died for all men, that he 1s to 
be offered to all; all are to be invited to come 
to him; and whoſoever comes in the way 
which God has appointed may partake of his 
bleſſings. He maintained, That ſufficient grace 
is given to all, in that way and manner which 
1s, belt adapted to influence the mind. And 
may we not appeal to every man's experience 
for the truth of this? How often has he ap- 
pealed to the conſciences of men? Have not 
your hearts reproved you? Have you not at 
times trembled for your fins? Nay, have you 
not done more than this; have you not been 
aſhamed of yourſelves, have you not deteſted 
your own, conduct in ſecret, when. none has 


leen 
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ſeen you but God, and none has been privy to 


your actions but your own heart? Whence does 
this ariſe? Certainly not from man but from God. 
It is an evidence that there is ſalvation for thee 
O man who art in this ſtate ; God is not willing 
that thou ſhouldſt periſh; he is calling thee, 
inviting thee, to turn from thy ſins, and turn to 
God. He has thus ſtated the truths of the 
Goſpel with convincing evidence to the candid 
mind, which is open to the conviction of truth. 

And herein he ſpoke according to the Scrip- 
tures. The expreſſions of Scripture are poſi- 
tive in favour of this doctrine: there are paſ- 
ſages which ſo poſitively declare it, that it is 
impoſſible to give any other conſtruction to 
them without the greateſt violence ; but there 
is not a {ingle paſſage in the New Teſtament, 
which ſeems to favour the doctrine that Chriſt 
died for a part of mankind only, which will not 
calily admit of a different conſtruction. 

It is true he has raiſed ſome enemies by this 
doctrine. He has been called an Arminian; and 
perhaps many who have uſed the term have an- 
nexed an idea to it by no means juſt. How often 
has he wiſhed, and it is devoutly to be wiſhed by 
all the friends of true religion, that the names of 
Calviniſt and Arminian were buried in oblivion; 
they have only tended to keep up ſtrife and diſ- 
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cord, amongſt thoſe who ought to love one ano- 
ther as brethren, however they may have differed 
on ſome points of dottrine. But ſome have 
ſuppoſed that to be an Arminian is to maintain 
falvation by works: it is to degrade Chriſt ; to 
throw the luſtre of redemption by Chrift into a 
cloud at any rate, if not to overturn it. Was 
this the caſe with our miniſter of the Goſpel? 
Did he not preach free grace as much as any 
Calviniſt? Did he not aſſert that pardon is the 
free giſt of God, without money and without 
price? Did he not aſſert that repentance itſelf 
only prepares the heart to receive the gift of 
God, it does not give any kind of merit to the 
man. How often has he declared to you that 
the beſt works any man can perform need atone- 
ment. So far was he from putting works in 
the place of the blood of Chriſt, that he only 
gave them, in my opinion, their juſt value; he 
placed them in the order of Chriſtian expe- 
rience where the Goſpel places them; where 
we ought all to place them; as the fruits of a 
living operative faith, and as the meaſure of 
our future reward; for every man will be re- 
warded, not for his works, but according to 
the meaſure of them. This is undoubtedly a 
Scriptural repreſentation of this matter, and it 
would be well if all Chriſtians were to attend 
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to this diſtinction more than they do. It is to 
be feared that ſome may have cried out againſt 
works, not from the very beſt motives, at leaſt 
from ſome inclmation to relax in holinets. 
The way in which ſome have preached faith, 
has done no honour to the Golpel; and may 
probably have encouraged ſome perſons to pay 
leſs attention to. Chriſtian duties than they 
ought to do. But we muſt fay of lum, that 
while he inſiſted on good works, as the ne- 
ceſſary fruits of faith, he gave the whole glory 
of ſalvation to God, from firſt to laſt; not only 
in the general plan of it, but in the order of 
communicating the benefits of Chriſt to the 
mind. He believed that man vould never 
turn to God, if God did not begin the work: 
nay, how often has he told. you, that the firſt 
approaches of grace to the mind are irreſiſtible; 
what I mean is, that a man cannot avoid being 
convinced that he is a ſinner; that God by 
various means awakens his conſcience; and 
whether the man. will or no, theſe convictions 
approach him. Here you ſee, he gave all the 
glory of the work of ſalvation in the heart, to 
the grace of God, he aſcribes no merit to 
works ; he tells you indeed that in proportion 


as you improve the grace given you ſhall. have 
more, 
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more, and be rewarded acording to your works, 
with grace here as well as glory hereafter. 
There is one ſubject more, which, though it 
be of the utmoſt importance in religion, I muſt 
touch upon as briefly as poſſible. The ſubject 
which I mean is Chriſtian experience. It is 


well known that this able Miniſter of the Gol- 
pel, together with his brother Charles and the 


Rev. Mr. Wil rETIELD, have been the prin- 


cipal inſtruments in the hands of God, of dif- 
fuſing the knowledge of this important article 
of the Chriſtian religion, amongſt the bulk of 
the people of this country. And in this reſpect 
only, they have been a bleſſing to every claſs 


and order of men. For though all have not 


believed their report, yet many have believed 
It in every ſtation of life, and borne a happy 
teſtimony to the truth of it. How ably has 
our beloved Father 1lluſtrated and defended 
this part of Chriſtanity! Many indeed have 
ſuppoſed that what we call experience is mere 
imagination: that it is nothing more than the 
working up of our minds into a fancy of ſome- 
thing which can have no foundation 1n truth or 
reaſon. This has been the general opinion of 
what the Methodiſts call experience, and hence 
has ariſen the charge of enthuſiaſm, But it ap- 
pears 
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pears to me, that Chriſtian experience is ſome- 
thing real and not imaginary : that it reſts upon 


as ſolid a foundation as the evidence of our ex- 
ternal fenſes. I think that we have no more 


reaſon to doubt the reality of our experience, 


when it is Scriptural, than we have to doubt of 
the exiſtence of an object which we ſee with 
our eyes, or of a ſound which we hear, when 
theſe organs are in the moſt ſound and healthy 
ſtate. But let us enquire what Chriftian ex- 
perience 1s, and what degree of certainty there 
is in it. | 

Chriſtian experience is the preſent poſſeſſion 
of the benefits of the Gofpel which relate to 
this life, and which prepare us for the enjoy- 
ment of God in glory. It we uſe the word in 
the molt extenfive fenſe, fo as to include the 
preparation of the mind to receive Chriſt in 
his mediatorial character, it will imply repent- 
ance towards God, faith in the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the fruits of the ſpirit, ſo admirably 
deſcribed by St. Paul; love, joy, peace, long- 
ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodnefs, fidelity, meek- 
neſs and temperance,“ with all the privileges 
of the Chriſtian ſtate here. In the Goſpel we 
are commanded to repent and turn to God; to 


Cal. v. 22, 23. 


believe 
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believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to be 
filled with the fruits of the ſpirit. The Goſpel 
promiſes every neceſſary aid and aſſiſtance to 
put us in poſſeſſion of theſe benefits; and we 
read alſo in the New Teſtament of many per- 
ſons who profeſſed to have experience of theſe 
things. If indeed the Goſpel be a fable, then 
the things it ſpeaks of, and the promiſes it 
makes, ſignily nothing real, they are purely 
imaginary, and to profeſs any experience of 
them mult be deluſion. But, as we have the 
moſt certain evidence that the Goſpel is of 
God: that it gives a true account of what God 
has done and 15 now doing for the ſalvation 
of men, and of the means by which he 'is ac- 
compliſhing this great purpoſe, the promiſes 
it gives us An ſignify ſomething real, and 
they mult be as certain as the — ai and 
truth of God himlel!. It is certain then, that 
we may experience the bleſſings 1 it promiſes to 
us, if we ſeck them in the way which God 
has appointed. 

If we enquire into the evidence which a man 
has that he does experience the things we here 
ſpeak of, we {hall find that it is of the ſtrongeſt 
kind poſſible, If a man's underſtanding be en- 
lightened with Goſpel truths; if his conicicnce 
be awakened to decide juſtly on his mouves 

| and 
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and actions, as they are related to God and his 
law; if in conſequence of this, he turn from his 
ſins, and is humbled, abaſed and aſhamed before 
God for them, and prays for mercy ; how is it 
poſſible for ſuch a change as this is, to take place, 
in the dictates of his conſcience, and in the opi- 
nion he has had of himſelf, and he not know 
it? the very ſuppoſition is abſurd ; he muſt be 


as conſcious of it as he is of his own exiſtence, 


or of any thing that happens to him. In like 


manner, when a perſon in the ſtate I have now 
deſcribed, is enabled to believe in Jeſus Chriſt 
to the ſaving of his ſoul; to rely fully upon 
him for pardon and acceptance with God; muſt 
not ſuch a perſon be conſcious of this act of his 
mind, and the change in his views of God, and 
in the feelings of his mind that are ſubſequent 
to it? Will he not be as conſcious and certain 
of theſe things as he is when he ſees an object 
before him, or feels pleaſure or pain? If hethat 
believeth be filled with love, joy, peace, and the 
other fruits of the ſpirit juſt mentioned, muſt 
he not be certain of this? Our internal con- 
ſciouſneſs carries the ſame conviction of reality 
with it, as our external ſenſes. Would it not 
appear exceedingly abſurd to you, if you heard 
a perſon ſay in the common affairs of life, that 
he loved an object dearly, but that he was not 

G conſcious 
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conſcious of any love? that he rejoiced ex- 
ceedingly in a thing, but that he did not feel 
any joy? It is juſt the ſame in chriſtian ex- 
perience, If from proper views of the Goſpel 
and faith in Chriſt, I feel peace, I cannot be 
ignorant of it; if I look up to God through 
Jeſus Chriſt with holy confidence, and feel 
pleaſure and delight, I muſt be conſcious and 
certain of it. 

Chriſtian experience then, as the Rev. Mr. 
WESLEY has long explained it, has certainty 
in it: if a man has it he cannot be ignorant of 
it. But I muſt ſay that thoſe who have it not, 
cannot form a juſt conception of it. How 1s 
it poſſible for any man who has not felt the 
peace of God to form a juſt notion of it? Its 
evidence ſtands on the fame ground as the evi- 
dence of our external ſenſes, For if a man had 
never ſeen colours he could not form any true 
idea of them: if a man had never felt pain or 
pleaſure, he could not be taught to underſtand. 
what they are, however perfect his rational 
faculties might be; he muſt feel them to know 
them. So it is with chriſtian experience, you 
mult enter into it and feel it, and then you will 
know what it is; and as eaſily diſtinguiſh it 
from the feelings or conſciouſnels ariſing from 

other 
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other things, as you diſtinguiſh ſeeing from 
hearing, or the touch from ſmell, 


III. 1. Having conſidered the character of 
the Rev. Mr. WESLEY as a man of learning, 
and well qualified to examine a ſubject and 


- diſcover the truth; and having taken a view of 


his principal and leading opinions in religion: 
my intention is, very briefly to conſider, his 
labours as a Miniſter of the Goſpel, and the 
ellects of them. 

2. It is evident from what has been aid, FR 
Mr. WESLEY, was a man of induſtry from his 
youth, and employed his time to the greateſt 
advantage in purſuit of literary knowledge. 
After he was convinced of the pure doctrines 
of the Goſpel, he was aſſiduous in declaring 
them to others. How few poſſeſs the neceſſary 
qualifications for uſeful ſtudies and for active 
life! Theſe were united in him in a very high 
degree. His leading doctrines, which I have 
examined, diſcover a diligent and patient ex- 
amination of the Seriptures, great ſtrength of 
judgment, and cloſeneſs of reaſoning: and he 
was not leſs remarkable for his zeal, activity 
and ſteadineſs in propagating them amongſt the 
people, for which many thouſands have had 
zealon to thank God in their dying moments. 
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At firſt he preached in the churches wherever 
an opportunity offered; but his doctrines giving 
offence to ſome, and the crowds that attended 
him raiſing envy in others, the churches were 
by degrees ſhut againſt him. If we conſider 
his firm attachment to the church of England, 
and his fondneſs for regularity and order in 
church government, it will appear ſurprizing 
that this circumſtance did not damp his zeal, 
and ſhake the firmneſs of his mind. It is hap- 
py that it did not. Being convmeed of the 
importance of the dottrmes of the Goſpel to 
the people at large, and that it was his duty to 
preach the glad tidings of peace and ſalvation 
to all; knowing allo that God loves mercy 
rather than ſacriltee, he thought it would be 
eriminal in him to ſacrilice his views of the 
Golpel, and his opportunities of doing good, to 
the prehnidices of others. He therefore went 
out into the high ways and hedges to invite 
finners to repentance and make them partakers 
of Golpel blellings. Ile muſt have foreſeen, 
that in taking this ſtep mankind would put dif- 
ferent conſtructions on his conduct; and, that, 
to attempt a thing ſo new in the world would 
raiſe many enemies againſt him, and expoſe 
him to many difnculties. Whatever proſpects 
his former ſituation had afforded him, of eaſe, 
honour or wealth, theſe he leſt behind him; 


and 


n ane meeenn 


C 45 1] 


and nothing could at this time preſent itſelf to 
his view, but labour and wearimels, accom- 
panicd with reproach, periecution and contempt 
. from men. Is it poſſible to ſuppoſe for a mo- 
. ment, chat a man of calm reflection, as Mr. 
WESLEY was, who never took any ſtep of im- 
portance without mature deliberation, would 
have acted as he did at this time, without a full 
conviction that he was doing his duty? that 
. the doctrines which he taught were the truths of 
TL the Goſpel, and of the utmoſt importance to the 
y happineſs of men? e muſt have had more than 
a bare convic.ion of thele truths ; he muſt have 
been animated with an ardent deſire to glorify 
God in the propagation of his truth, and to be 
inſtrumental of good to his fellow creatures. 
Candour will acknowledge that theſe were his 
motives; the ſubſequent part of his liſe has 
made it evident, and his conduct is not to be 


n 


accounted for on any other principles. 

3. The regularity and ſteadineſs with which 
Mr. WESLEV purſued his labours, and the ex- 
tent to which he carried them, are almoſt be- 
yond conception, and ſufficient to awaken 
aitomihment in the mind of any man who re- 
Hletts upon them. When he ſirſt went out to 
preach in different parts of the kingdom, and 
to carry the light of the Goſpel to thoſe who 
{at in darkneſs and in the ſhadow of death, be 

was 
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was ſurrounded with difficulties on every ſide. 
In many places he had ſcarcely food to eat, 
nor a place to lie down in. In ſome places, 
he was conſidered as an enemy to his coun- 
try; in others, that he had private and inte- 
reſted views in what he did; for few could at 
firſt imagine that any man would undergo the 
labour and fatigue which he underwent, purely 
for the good of others. But none of theſe 
things ever moved him, he ſtill continued to 
travel from place to place to do good to thoſe 
who reviled and perſecuted him. He laboured 
day and night for the gond of the people. 
This he did through perſecution, reproach, and 
every difficulty that lay in his way: nothing 
turned him aſide from the grand object of 
preaching the Goſpel to the poor. Here we 
cannot but admire the ſtrength and firmneſs of 
his reſolution, and his love of God and man, 
which enabled him to perſevere in this arduous 
and difficult undertaking. O what a glorious 
influence would the Goſpel ſoon acquire over 
the minds of men, if thoſe who are true minil- 
ters of 1t, had the bold, the firm, the intrepid 
ſpirit which Mr. WsTLEV has ſhewn! Did they, 
like him, give up their eaſe, their pleaſure, and 
every thing which is counted dear in this 
world, to do good unto men, to glorify God, 
and 


Co 1 
and bring men to the obedience of Chriſt ! 
There are many miniſters of the Goſpel who 
wilh well to experimental religion, and many 
who truly preach it, but their preaching is 
limited to a few perſons comparatively ſpeaking: 
his mind expanded to larger views of public 
good : his arms would have embraced, if 
poſſible, all mankind, and as far as his ſtrength 
would carry him he ſpread the knowledge 
of Goſpel truth into every part of theſe 
kingdoms. | 

4. But Mr. WesLEY was not only proof 
againſt labour, perſecution and reproach, he 
was proof alſo againſt the ſofter and finer 
feelings of human nature, when they ſtood in 
the way of 'the great work in which he was 
engaged, I mean thoſe feelings only, which 
are apt to effeminate the mind, or warp a 
man from a uniform and ſteady attention to his 
duty. He had a peculiar pleaſure in reading 
and ſtudy; and every literary man knows the 
force of this paſſion, and how apt it is to 
make him encroach on the time which 
ought to be employed in other duties, 
But Mr. WESTE had the reſolution to lay 
aſide any ſubject, whenever the hour came that 
he was to ſet out on his journey, or was to 
preach or viſit the ſick, He had a high reliſh 
tor 
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for rational and polite converſation; but what- 
ever company might happen to come where he 
was, to converle with him during ſupper, he 
would conſtantly retire to reſt at his uſual hour, 
that he might riſe at four o'clock in the morn- 
ing, which was his conſtant practice winter and 
ſummer for more than ſixty years together. 
He was far from being inſenſible to the feelings 
of friendſhip ; but whenever any friendſhip he 
had iormed, interiered with the good of the 
work he was called to, he could Immediately 
break it off, The work to which God had called 
him occupied all his time and attention: he 
conſidered it as the buſineſs of his life, and 
ſacrificed every pleaſure and gratification to it. 
How much do all of you owe to him, who has 
ſacriſiced every thing dear to fleſh and blood 
for io many years together to benefit you. It 
appears quite alloniſhing and more than human, 
to ſee a man purſuing the public good with fo 
much ardour and ſteadineſs for ſo long a time, 
denying himſelf every gratification and plea- 
ſure, except that of doing good. You know 
well I do not exaggerate his character; you 
know this has been his general character for the 
number of years he has been engaged in this 
Vork. | 


5. The 
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. 6. The induſtry of Mr. WzsLty was almoſt 
incredible, From four o Clock in the morning 
till eight at night his time was employed in 
reading, writing, preaching, meeting the peo- 
ple, viſiting the ſick or travelling. Before the 
infirmities of age came upon him, he uſually 
travelled on horſe- back, and would ſometimes 
ride thirty, forty or fifty miles in a day, and 
preach two, three, or ſometimes four times, 
He had a conſtant correſpondence with ſome 
perſons in the different Societies all over the 
three kingdoms, and with the Preachers in 
every part, and would anſwer his letters with 
great punctuality, He knew the ſtate of the 
Societies in general, and of many individuals 
in each of them. He read moſt publications 
that were deemed valuable, if they related to 

religion or natural philoſophy, and often made 
extracts from them. If we conſider the whole 
of his labours, and compare them with what 
moſt men of induſtry have done, we may ſay 
that he has lived life two or three times over. 
6. The effects of Mr. WESTEVIVS labours 
have been much more extenſive than any per- 
ſon would at firſt imagine. He was at the head 
of the little company firſt formed at Oxford. 
And if we conſider the ſtate of theſe kingdoms, 
when the two Mr. WESTE Vs and Mr. Wr1Tz- 
H "FIELD 
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tit firſt went out t6 preach publicly, we 
muſt r. that experimental religion 
was almoſt loſt, at leaſt among the common 
pecple. Without beitig cetiforious, 1 appte- 
bend we may ſay, that religion was little more 
than looſe opinions, and Bades and fotms of 
worſhip among the people in general.“ It 
appears to me evident, that the preaching of 
theſe three men of God has had a very extenſive 
influence on all denominations of religious 
people; it has been the means of awakening 
their attention to the grand and leading prin- 
ciples of the Goſpel; and of making them con- 
ſider the experimental part of it. Their la- 
bouts alſo have had a happy influence on the 
miniſtets of the Goſpel of every denomination, 
although ſome rhay have been aſhamed to own 
it. With reſpe& to the whole body of the 
people commonly called Methodiſts, they have 
been the means of raiſing them up. What 
were you, O ye Methodiſts, before you heard 
theſe three ſervants of God, and thoſe aſſociated 


Dr. Watts, Pf. Dodartdge and ſtveral others, were ex- 
cellent men, and well acquainted with experimental religion. 
The author does not intend any reflection on theſt and other 


good and able Miniſters of the Goſpel, Ile rejoices to men- 
tion their excellencies, 


with 
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with chem declare the glad tidipgs of pe 2 * and 


falvation? You were ſcattered in t warld, 
ignorant of God, and of the things that belong 
to your peace and ſalvation: du you Fas 
were nat 3 people, are now become the 
ple af God, by their inſtrumentality, 124 
what ſhall I ſay te you my brethren, who have 
been more immediately connected with him 
who is now no more with us? You have been 
knit together by him in the bonds of Chriſtian 
fellowſhip : you have been growing up under 
his paternal care for many years. He has 
nouriſhed and cheriſhed you as a tender father: 
he has watched over you with anxious care, as 
à faithful ſhepherd over his flock. Conſider 
now the effects of his labours on different 
bodies of people who have no immediate con- 
nexion with us; conſider the numerous So- 
eieties ſpread over the three kingdoms in con- 
nexion with him, and over whom he exerciſed 
the care of a father; extend your views to 
America, and conſider the thouſands and tens 
of thouſands, I had almoſt ſaid millions who 
have felt the influence of his labours in the 
courſe of ſixty years; and it ſeemy an extent of 
uſefulneſs beyond what one could 1 imagine any 
one man capable of. But the hand of God hay 
been in it; the Providence of God has been 
H 2 over 
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ver it: and it is evident that he was raiſed up | 
of God for this great work. 

7. The effects of Mr. WESsLEVIs labours on 
civil Society have been, and ſtill will be, very 
conſiderable. Not only particular parts of the 
kingdom have received benefit from the preach- 
ing of the Methodiſts, but ſociety in general 
muſt feel ſome beneficial inſluence from them. 
If you conſider the whole body of people uſu- 
ally called Methodiſts, and the immenſe num- 
bers who attend their places of worſhip and are 
benefited by them, they will amount to ſeveral 
hundred thouſands. Theſe are diſperſed through 
the three kingdoms, and occupy almoſt every 
ſituation in life: they are become more con- 
ſcientious in all their ways; more ſober and 
regular in their behaviour; more true to their 
word, and more attentive to every ſocial duty 
than Gey were before. They are better huſ- 
bands and wives, better maſters and ſervants, 
and better neighbours and friends than before 
they heard the preaching of the Methodiſts. 
Society in general therefore has Rl benefit 
from them. 

8. There is another view in which we may 
conſider his uſefulneſs; a view which I ſhould 
not perhaps have taken any notice of, but for 
the fake of a pamphlet juſt now publiſhed; in 

which 
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which it is obſerved, that the Methodiſts are 
become ſo large a body of people, that they 

ought to attract the notice of government. Youall 
know that the Rev. Mr. WESLEY was a friend 
to the King; that he loved him, and was a 
warm and ſteady friend to the goverment; you 
know that he enforced theſe principles as far as 
ever he could, on the minds of all that heard 
him. The Methodiſts then, are not only made 
better citizens, but better ſubjects alſo. It is a 
rule in the Society, that all the members of it 
ſhall ſubmit themſelves to the laws, and not de- 
fraud the King of his juſt dues. If it is known 
that any one acts contrary to this rule he is put 
away from the Society. Now if you conſider 
a large body of people, increaſing on every ſide, 
ſpreading themſelves through the whole king- 
dom, who are friends to the King and govern- 
ment, friends in every point of view, and from 
principle; you will acknowledge, that whatever 
influence theſe people may have upon govern- 
ment, it muſt be friendly and have a tendency 
to peace and good order. And if all the people 
were Methodiſts, no times of difficulty could 
come; but if ſuch times ſhould arrive, the 
more numerous this body of people is, the better 
it will be for this country. 


Thus 
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Thus gur dear aud aged father in Cbwiſſ, 
ſpent near luty years in the labour and work 
of the Lord, going about from place to place, 
Egnvincipg gainſayers, ca mfarting the mqurn- 
erg, building up and ſtrengthening thaſe that 
believed, aud the Church of Gad increaſed 


daily under his patergal care. Thus he ſpent 


his life: and his labours lafted very neqrly tg 
the cloſe of it. Oh haw happy a life to be 


| ſpentin doing good; to have no attachment 


hut to. Gad and his work; to foxſake all for 

is, And his condudt in private life was con- 
1 tw his public character. How many 
pexſons,, have beer, ready, to ay, that Mr, 
Ws had private ends in view: that bg 
vas accumulating money and would die rich. 
Al that knew him, knew how. falle theſd 
acculations were; but all did not know him; 
thouſands however did, who. have been 
witneſſes of his integrity and diſintereſtedneſs: 


and thouſands of the poor have experienced 
his benevolence. He conſtantly made a rule 
ol giving all that he had to the poor: this was 
© favourite practice with him. He attended to 


the words of Chriſt; For as much as y2 haue 
done it unto, theſe, ye. have done. it unto. me. 
He conſidered the poor as left here upon earth, 
that the followers of Chriſt may ſhew their 
beneyolence 
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benevolence to them as they would i the 


petſon of Chrilt himſelf, wete he upon earth. 


How many have ſaid, how gladly would! have 
entertained Chriſt, had 1 lived in that Country 
where he appeared, and at the time of his 


appearance. But he has left the poor behind 


him, that you may exerciſe your benevolence 
towards them, as you would have done to 
him. Mr. WzsLtY took a pleaſure and 
delight in doing this, and ſometimes left him- 
ſelf ſo defititute, that he had hardly ſufficient to 

defray his travelling expences. 85 
I hall only mention one cireumſtance more. 
I was aſked the other day whether Mr. WESLIZ T 
had not many meeting Houſes and Chapels 
that were his property, and whether he did not. 
die rich. I anſwered, Sir, Mr. Westty had 
not one houſe of his own in the three Kingdoms; 
neither a private houſe nor a pteaching houſe ; 
therefore he did not die rich. What money 


he had, which was the produee of his books, 


and what Charitable perſons gave him to dife 8 
tribute to the poor, he conſtantly gave away: 
and as he obſerves, it only went through - 


his. hands, but none of it remained with 


him. | 
| We muſt natufally ſuppole that a perſoti fa 
devoted to the work and ſervice of God and for 
ſo 
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ſo long a time, muſt be an object of divine ap- 
probation ; it is impoſſible to conceive of him 
otherwiſe. And God ſhewed marks of appro- 
bation to him even in his laſt moments; which 
was a great comfort both to him and to his 
numerous friends. 


IV. 1. I was called to Mr. WESsIEV on 
Friday the 25th of February. When I entered 
the room he cheerfully ſaid, Doctor they are 
more afraid than hurt, I found great op- 
preſſion on the brain, a univerſal tremor, great 
debility of the whole nervous ſyſtem, and a 
fever, which I conſidered as ſymtomatic, 
depending wholly on the ſtate of debility. I 1 
wrote for him; but he neither took medicine 
nor nouriſhment in a quantity ſufficient to be 
of any uſe. Friday night and Saturday fore- 
noon the lethargic ſymptoms increaſed. It now 
appeared to me that the powers of nature were 
exhauſted; and I was fo certain of his ap- 
proaching diſſolution, that 1 deſired Mr. 
Bradford to aſk him if he had any affairs 
which he wiſhed to ſettle; or if there was any 
perſon either in London or in the Country, 
whom he deſired to ſee. To theſe queſtions 
he gave no anſwer, We were all extremely 
anx10us that the lethargy might be removed 

| before 
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before his depatture hence; and on Saturday 
evening the means made uſe of were ſucceſs- 
ful: the lethargie ſymptoms abated, and on 
Sunday morning he ſeemed quite in poſſeſſion 
of his faculties, and to feel his ſituation. His 
debility however increaſed, and the fever cor- 
tinued with alternate changes of fluſhings. and 
paleneſs. On Monday the 21ſt. I defired he 
might be aſked if he would have any other 
phyſician called in to attend him: bat this he 
abſolutely refuſed. On Tueſday it appeared 
to me that death was approaching, and in the 
evening this was very evident, I was with him 
till paſt twelve o'clock that night. I aſked him, 
before I left the room, if he knew me, he 


anſwered yes, and preſſed my hand with all 


the little ſtrength he had. From this time he 
gradually ſunk, and about twenty minutes 
before ten on Wedneſday morning, the 2d of 
March, he died without a ſtruggle, or a groan, 
and went to receive the glorious reward of his 


labours. 


. i 


The following is an abridgment of the written 
account of the cloſe of this great and good 
man's life, whach was read towards the end 


of the Diſcour/e. 


On Thurſday the 17th of February, Mr. 
WESLEY preached at Lambeth. When he came 
home he ſeemed very unwell, but on being 
aſked how he did, only ſaid, he believed he 
had taken a little cold. 

Friday the 18th, Mr. WES IE V read and wrote 
as uſual and preached at Chel/ea in the evening 
from © The King's bufine/s requzres hiaſte; but 
was obliged to ſtop, once or twice, and told 
the people, his cold ſo affected his voice as to 
prevent his ſpeaking without thoſe neceſſary 
pauſes. He had a high degree of fever all the 


way home, 


Saturday the 19th, reading and . filled 
up moſt of his time, though to thoſe that were 
with him, his complaints ſeemed evidently in- 
creaſing. He dined at Mrs. Griſſith's, Iſlington, 
and while there, defired a friend to read to him 
the fourth, fifth, ſixth and ſeventh chapters of 
Job. He roſe, (according to cuſtom) early in 
the morning, but-utterly unfit for his Sabbath's 
exercile : at ſeven o'clock he was obliged to 
he down, and ſlept between three and four 


hours. 


19 

hours. When he awoke, ſaid “ I have not had 
ſuch a comfortable ſleep this fortnight paſt :” 
the effects of it were ſoon gone, and in the after- 
noon he lay down, and ſlept an hour or two: 
afterwards two of his own diſcourſes on our 
Lord's ſermon on the Mount were read to him, 
and in the evening he came down to ſupper. 

Monday the 21ſt, He ſeemed much better, 
and though his friends tried to diſſuade him from 
it, he would keep an engagement made ſome 
time before to dine with Mr. G---, at Troittenham. 
Miſs Weſley, and E. R. accompanied him: In 
his way thither he called on Lady Mary 
Fitzgeraid: the converſation was truly profita- 
ble, and well became a laſt viſit. At T. he 
ſeemed much better, and the firſt and laſt viſit 
to that pleaſing family and lovely place, will, I 
truſt, prove a bleſſing. When we came home 
he ſeemed much better, and on Tueſday went 
on with his uſual work, and preached in the 
evening at the City-Road, and ſeemed better 
than he had been for ſome days. Our hopes 
again revived, and though we feared the little 
excurſion which lay before him might be too 
much for his ſtrength, yet we flattered ourſelves 
with his longer ſtay. - On Wedneſday morning 
Mr. Rogers went with him to Leatherhead to 


vilit a family who have lately begun to receive 
I 2 the 
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the truth. On Thurſday he paid his laſt viſit 
to that lovely place and family Mr. Wolf's at 
Balaam. Here Mr. Rogers ſays he was chear. 
ful, and ſeemed nearly as well as. uſual, till 
Friday, about breakfaſt time, when he ſeemed 
very heavy. About eleven o'clock Mrs, Wolff 
brought him home: I was ftruck with his man- 
ner of getting out of the coach, and going into 
the houſe, but more ſo as he went up ſtairs, and 
when he ſat down in the chair. I ran for ſome 
refreſhment, but before I could get any thing for 


him, he had ſent Mr. R---, out of the room, and 


defired not to be interrupted for half an hour 
by any one, adding, not even if Joſeph Bradford 
came, Mr. Bradford came a few minutes after, 
and as ſoon as the limited time was expired, 
went into the room; immediately after he came 
out and deſired me to mull ſome wine with 
ſpices, and carry it to Mr. WISLEVY: hedrank 
a little, and ſeemed fleepy. In a few minutes 
he was ſeized with ſickneſs, threw it up and ſaid, 
] muſt he down.” We immediately ſent for 
Dr. Whitehead ; on his coming in, Mr. WeSLEy 
ſmiled and ſaid, © Doctor, they are more alraid 
than hurt.” I knew not how he judged of our 
fears; for I had ſaid nothing nor do I know 
that any one around him had at that time ſimilar 


apprehenſions to my own, 
i Saturday 
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Saturday the 2gth, he continued much the 
ſame; ſpoke but little, and if rouſed to anſwer 
a queſtion, or take a little refreſhment, (which 
was ſeldom more than a ſpoonful at a time) ſoon 
doſed again. On Saturday night the ſtupor 
abated, though the fever ſtill continued, but not 
ſo violent. On Sunday morning with a little 
of Mr. Bradford's help, Mr. WesLEy got up, 
took a cup of tea, and ſeemed much. better. 
Many of our friends were all hopes: but it 
ſeemed to me only an anſwer to our prayer, 
and that our Lord was about to indulge us with 
ſuch a mixture in our cup, as would, at leaft 
for the preſent, ſoften the approaching ſtroke. 
Mr. WEs1i.zY, while fitting in his chair looked 
quite chearful, and in a manner we all deeply 
felt, repeated the latter part of that verſe in 
the Scripture Hymns on © Forſalte me not when 


my ſtrength faileth,” 


Till glad I lay this body down 
Thy ſervant Lord attend, 

And O! my life of mercy crown 
With a triumphant end? 


Soon after in a moſt emphatical manner he 
ſaid, Our friend Lazarus fleepeth. Some 


friends then preſent, ſpeaking rather too much 
to 
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to him, he tried to exert- himſelf, but was ſoon 
exhauſted and obliged to lie down. After being 
quiet awhile, he looked up and ſaid, Speak 
to me, I cannot ſpeak.” On which Miſs Weſley 
and I, there being no one elſe in the room, ſaid, 
“Shall we pray with you, Sir?” He earneſtly 
replied, © Yes,” and while we prayed that our 
gracious Lord would let down rays of heavenly 
glory into his waiting ſpirit, and pour out on 
us, and all his children, the promiſed Com- 
forter, his whole ſoul ſeemed engaged with God 
for an anſwer, and his hearty Amen thrilled 
through us. About half after two he ſaid, 
There is no need for more, (nor indeed had he 
ſtrength to ſpeak much) when at Briſtol, f my 
words were, I the chief of Sinners am, but 


Jeſus died for me.“ I ſaid, “Is this the preſent 
language 


+ At the Briſtol Conference in the year 1783, Mr. Weſley 
was taken very ill: neither he nor his friends thought he 
would recover, From the nature of his complaint, he thought 
a ſpaſm would probably ſeize his ſtomach and occaſion ſudden 
death. Under theſe views of his ſituation, he ſaid to Mr. 
Bradford, I have been refletting on my paſt life: I have been 
wandering up and down between fifty and ſixty years, endea- 
vouring in my poor way, to do a little good to my fellow crea- 
tures : and, now it is probable that there is but a few ſteps be- 
tween me and death, and what have I to truſt to for ſalvation ? 
I can ſee nothing which I have done or ſuffercd, that will bear 

8 lo oking 
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language of your heart, and do you now feel as 
you then did?“ He replied, © Yes.” I then ſaid 
* Our precious Immanuel has purchaſed, has 
promiſed all.” He earneſtly replied, © He is 
all, He 1s all.” In the evening he got up again, 
and ſpeaking of a lady he had only lately 
known, he ſaid, He believed ſhe had real 
religion: how neceſſary for every one to be on 
the right foundation! I the chief of Sinners 
am, but Jeſus died for me.” We muſt be juſtified 

by faith, and then go on to Sanctification.“ 
Monday the 28th, his weakneſs increaſed 
apace. He ſlept moſt of the day, ſpoke but 
little; yet that little teſtified how much his 
whole heart was taken up in the care of the 
churches, the glory of God, and the things per- 
taining to that kingdom to which he was haſ- 
tening. Once in a low, but very diſtinct man- 
ner he ſaid, There is no way into the holieſt 
but by the blood of Jeſus.” He aſked Mr. 
Rankin what the words were which he had 
preached from at Hampſtead a little while be- 
fore. 


looking at. I have no other plea than this; I the chief of 
Sinners am; but Jeſus died for me. The ſentiment here ex- 
preſſed, and his reference to it in his laſt ſickneſs; plainly ſhews 
how ſteadily he had perſevered in the ſame views of the Goſpel 
with which he ſet out to preach it. 
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fore. He was told they were theſe ; Brethten 
ye know the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who though he was rich, yet for your ſakes be- 
came poor, that ye through his poverty might 
become rich. He replied, © That is the ſounda- 
tion, the only foundation, and there 1s no other.” 
He alſo repeated three or four times in the ſpace 


of a few hours, © We have boldneſs to enter into 


the holieſt by the blood of Jeſus.” 

Tueſday, March 1ſt, after a very reſtleſs night 
(though when aſked whether he was in pain, he 
generally anſwered, ©* No,” and never com- 
plained through his whole illneſs, except once, 
of a pain in his left breaſt, when he drew his 


breath) he began ſinging, 


*All glory to God in the ſky, 

And peace upon earth be reſtor'd, 

O Jeſus, exalted on high, 

Appear our omnipotent Lord ! 

Who meanly in Bethlehem born, 
Didſt ſtoop to redeem a loſt race; 

Once more to thy people return, 
And reign in thy kingdom of grace. 


Oh! wouldſt thou again be made known, 
Again in the ſpirit deſcend ; 
And ſet up in each of thine own, 


A kingdom that never ſhall end. 
Thou 
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Thou only art able to bleſs; 
And make the glad nations obey, 
And bid the dire enmity ceaſe, 
And bow the whole world to thy ſway.” 


Here his ſtrength failed; but after lying till - 
awhile, he ſaid, © I want to write:” I brought 
him a pen and ink, and on putting the pen 
into his hand, and holding the paper before 
him, he ſaid, I cannot.” I replied, * Let me 
write for you Sir:” tell me what you would 
lay? © Nothing,” replied he, © but that God is 
with us.” In the forenoon he ſaid, “I will get 
up.” While his things were getting ready,” he 
broke out in a manner which, conſidering his 
extreme weakneſs, aſtoniſhed us all, in theſe 


bleſſed words, 


* Ill praiſe my Maker while I've breath, 
And when my voice is loſt in death, 
Praiſe ſhall employ my nobler pow'rs : 
My days of praiſe ſhall ne'er be paſt, 
While life, and thought, and being laſt, 
Or immortality endures. 


Happy the man whoſe hopes rely 
On IIrael's God; he made the ſky, 
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And earth, and ſeas with all their train; 
His truth for ever ſtands ſecure, 


He ſaves th oppreſs d, he feeds the poor, 
And none ſhall find his promiſe vain.” 


When he got into his chair, we ſaw him change 
For death: but he, regardleſs of his dying 
frame, ſaid with a weak voice, Lord, thou 
giveſt ſtrength to thoſe that can ſpeak, and to 
thoſe that cannot : Speak, Lord, to all our 
hearts, and let them know that thou Ioofelt 
tongues.” He then ſung, 


To Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
W ho fyeetly all 0 


Here his voice failed ha after gaſpmg for 
breath, he ſaid, Now we have done.” We 
were obliged to lay him down on the bed from 
which he roſe no more; but after lying ſtill, 
and ſleeping a little he called me to him, and 
ſaid * Bet/ey, you Mr. B-----, &c. pray and 
praiſe.” We knelt down, and truly our hearts 
were filled with a ſenſe of the Divine Preſence: 
a little after he added, Let me be buried in 
nothing but what is woollen, and let my corpſe 
be carried in my coffin into the Chapel.“ 
Then, as if done with all below, he again beg- 

ged 
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ged we would pray and praiſe. We called up 
ſeveral friends that were in the houſe, and all 
kneeled down. Mr. Broadbent prayed, at which 
time Mr. WESLEY's fervor of ſpirit was viſible 
to every one preſent; but in particular parts 
of the Prayer his whole ſoul ſeemed to be en- 
caged i in a manner, which evidently ſhewed 
how ardently he longed for the full accom- 
pliſhment of our united deſires. One thing we 
could not but remark; that when Mr. B. was 
praying in à very expreſſive manner, that if 
God was about to take away our father and 
our head to his eternal reſt he would be pleaſed 
to continue and increaſe his bleſſing upon the 
doctrine and diſcipline which he had long made 


his aged ſeryant the means of propagating, and 


eſtabliſhing i in the world: ſuch a degree of 
fervor accompanied his loud Amen, as was 
every way expreſſive of his ſoul's being engaged 
in the anſwer of our petitions. On riſing from 
our knees, he took Mr. B's hand; drew him 
near, and with the utmoſt placidneſs ſaluted 
him, and ſaid, « Farewell, farewell.” Mr. and 
Mrs. Rogers, Mr. Horton, &c. &c, drew near 
the bed ſide, and he took the ſame affectionate 


leave of them all. 
The next pleaſing awful ſcene was the great 


exertion he made 1 in order to make Mr. B. un- 


2 = * OE derſtand 


. 

derſtand that he fervently deſired, a Sermon he 
had written on the Love of God ſhould be 
ſcattered abroad, and given away to every 
body. Something elſe he wiſhed to ſay, but 
finding we could not underſtand what he faid, 
he pauſed a little, and then with all the remain- 
ing ſtrength he had, cried out, The beſt of all 
is, God is with us;” and then, as if to aſſert the 
faithfulneſs of our promiſe-keeping Jehovah, 
and comfort the hearts of his weeping friends, 
lifting up his dying arm in token of victory, 
and raiſing his feeble voice with a holy triumph 
not to be expreſſed, again repeated the heart- 
reviving words, © The belt of all is, God is with 
us.” Some time after, giving him ſomething to 
wet his parched lips, he ſaid, It will not do, 
we muſt take the conſequence; never mind the 
poor carcaſe.” A little time after this ſeeing 
Mr. Rogers, and Mr. Rankin ſtand by his bed 
ſide, he aſked, * Who are theſe ?” (his fight 
now almoit gone preventing him from diſtinctly 
knowing his moſt intimate friends, except in a 
peculiar light, or by their voice,) being informed 
who they were, Mr. Rogers then ſaid, © Sir, we 
are come to rejoice with you; you are going to 
receive your crown.” * Itis the Lord's doing, 
he replied, and marvellous in our eyes.“ On 
being told Mrs. He was come, he ſaid, He 

| giveth 
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giveth his ſervants reſt.” He thanked her as 
ſhe preſſed his hand, and affectionately endea- 
voured to kiſs her. On wetting his lips he 

ſaid, © We thank thee, O Lord, for theſe and 
all thy mercies: bleſs the Church and King: 
grant us truth and peace through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord for ever and ever!” At another time, 
« He cauſeth his ſervants to lie down in peace.” 
Then pauſing a little, he cried, © The clouds 
drop fatneſs!” and ſoon after, The Lord is 
with us, the God of Jacob is our refuge!” He 
then called us to prayer. Mr. Boadbent was 
again the mouth of our full hearts, and though 
Mr. WESLEY was greatly exhauſted by theſe 
exertions, he appeared ſtill more fervent in 
ſpirit. Theſe exertions were however too much 
for his feeble frame, and moſt of the night 
following, though he often attempted to repeat 
the pſalm before-mentioned, he could only get 
out, 


III praiſe-----T'll praiſe !'---- 


On Wedneſday morning, we found the 
cloſing ſcene drew near. Mr. Bradford, his 
faithful friend and moſt affectionate Son, pray- 
ed with him, and the laſt word he was heard 
to articulate was, Farewell!“ A few minutes 
before 
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before ten, while Miſs Weſley, Mr. Horton, Mr. 
Bracxenbury, Mr. and Mrs. Rogers, Dr. Whate- 
head, Mr. Breadbent, Mr. Whitfield, Mr. Brad- 
ford, and E. R. were kneeling around his bed; 
according to his often expreſſed deſire, without 
a lingering groan, this man of God gathered 
up his feet in the preſence of his brethren ! We 
felt what is inexpreſſible. The ineffable ſweet- 
nels that filled our hearts as our beloved Paſtor, 
Father, and Friend entered his Maſter's joy, for 
a tew moments blunted the edge of our pain- 
ful feelings on this truly glorious, melancholy 


occaſion. 
Ki 


From the outlines which I have now drawn 
of the illuſtrious character of the late Rev. 
Mr. WESLEY, I hope it will appear, that he 
did not follow cunningly deviſed fables, but 
the evidence of Goſpel truth.“ I truſt alſo, 


that they who are candid, will perceive, that 


we have not adopted theſe opinions merely be- 
cauſe Mr. WESLEY taught them, but becauſe 
they appear to us to be true. Let us then my 
brethren hold faſt the beginning of our con- 


1 Jo not mean to aſſert in this diſcourſe, that Mr. Weſley 
was never miltaken in any thing ; this would be to make him 
more than a man. I have ſelected only the grand and leading 
doctrines which he taught; and have cndcavourcd to ſhew that 
they are agreeable to reaſon and Scripture, 


„ 

fidence ſtedfaſt to the end; and prove to the 
world that our doctrines are true, not only by 
reaſon and argument, but by our tempers and 
our conduct. Let us be careful to act worthy 
of our holy vocation, and perſevere to the end 
in well doing, and we ſhall receive, with him 
who is now gone before us, the promiſed re- 
ward. Which may God of his infinite mercy 
grant, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
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